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Meeting etiquette

Please raise your hand in Teams or add questions to the chat.
We will be taking notes and sharing a summary on 
https://design.planning.data.gov.uk/project/planning-applications

If you do not wish to be cited specifically please let us know.



Welcome
Mike Rose



The MHCLG open data standards community















Our original aim 

● Aim: To develop a set of open, reusable data specifications to underpin planning 
applications. These will make sure the current templates are underpinned by data. 

● Scope: The specifications will define the structure and format of data that is required 
when submitting a planning application based on the national legislation in place.



Our revised aim

In order to make the planning system data rich and data enabled:

 
● Aim: To develop a set of open, reusable modular data specifications to underpin the 

planning applications permission process. These will make sure the current templates 
are underpinned by data. 

● Scope: The specifications will define the structure and format of data that is required 
when submitting a planning application based on the national legislation in place.



MHCLG Open data standards community

To meet our aim we want your help to:

● co-create effective, system agnostic planning permission data specifications, resolving 
issues and supporting testing.

● discuss and prioritise the next planning permission process data specifications to be 
designed

● advise on other planning data specifications being developed by MHCLG or members of 
the community

.



MHCLG Open data standards community

For anyone interested in how we standardise data in the planning system

We are communicating about this community through:

• Blogs
• Weeknotes
• Direct invitations
• Networking…

We do not know everyone who should be involved in this so please:

• Tell your friends!
• Spot where we are missing someone / a group of people and invite them
• Make suggestions for others who could / should be involved for us to invite



Co-creation

We want you to give us shareable and evidence-based feedback as we 
develop the specifications

We want you to share what you are working on and how it relates to the 
specifications we are developing.



Setting the scene



Our focus



Start at the start

Aim for the üoor

Don9t break anything





Current application submission 8standards9



Modules of current 8standards9



Analysis of current 8standards9 modules



Turning modules into data speciûcations









https://github.com/digital-land/planning-application-data-specification/discussions/categories/component



https://github.com/digital-land/planning-application-data-specification/discussions/categories/application-type













Stages of developing specifications



Specifications to become legal requirement



We want to know that the water is drinkable.



Data Design updates
Colm Britton



1. Planning application submissions data

2. Planning application and decisions data



Making the data specifications both right and usable
PLANNING APPLICATION SUBMISSION DATA



Recap

Documented the collective understanding of the 
data requirements for planning application 
submissions

Information model (working draft specs)

− List of application types
− Modules (per app type)
− Fields (per module)
− Codelists
− Rules (text based)



We’ve refined the information models

● fixed field-level issues

● adjusted module structure

● filled known gaps

● clarified meaning

Improving the specifications



Information model

Making the specification more usable



Information model Declarative model

Making the specification more usable



Information model

A documented, 
human-readable model 
that captures our shared 
understanding of what data 
is needed and why.

Declarative model

The formal, machine-readable 
version. It takes the 
understanding and makes it 
specific. Structured. Rule-based.

Making the specification more usable



Example

Information model Declarative model

Making the specification more usable



Information model

I would like you to draw a house with a 
red roof, 2 windows, a front door and a 
chimney.

Declarative model

Making the specification more usable

Example



Information model

I would like you to draw a house with a 
red roof, 2 windows, a front door and a 
chimney.

Declarative model

House:
● roof, red
● windows, >=2
● front door, 1
● chimney, >= 1

Making the specification more usable

Example



Information model

I would like you to draw a house with a 
red roof, 2 windows, a front door and a 
chimney.

Declarative model

Making the specification more usable

Example

House:
● roof, red
● windows, >=2
● front door, 1
● chimney, >= 1



Information model Declarative model

Making the specification more usable



Information model (draft)

Good for explaining

Shared understanding

Helps people understand modules and fields

Useful for discussions and agreement

Easy to review

Documents shared understanding in 
human-readable way

Lacks precision by design

Formalised specification (pilot)

Good for enforcement

Enforced structure

Helps machine understand and validate data

Useful for building tools and services

Easy to use

Enforces structure and rules in a machine-readable 
way

Must be precise

Making the specification more usable



Elements of the 
declarative 
model



Elements of the 
declarative 
model

FIELDS



Elements of the 
declarative 
model

FIELDS

CODELISTS



Elements of the 
declarative 
model

COMPONENTS

FIELDS

CODELISTS



MODULES

COMPONENTS

FIELDS

CODELISTS

Elements of the 
declarative 
model



Elements of the 
declarative 
model

MODULES

APPLICATIONS

COMPONENTS

FIELDS

CODELISTS



APPLICATIONS

MODULES

COMPONENTS

FIELDS

CODELISTS

Elements of the 
declarative 
model



APPLICATIONS

MODULES

COMPONENTS

FIELDS

CODELISTS

Progress 
towards the 
declarative 
model

50 / 50

82 / 82

6 / 21

406 / 406

0 / 31



More to do on the declarative model

Testing

Rationalisation

More application types

Whats next (for us)



Test to see if you can use the declarative models

Tell us what else is needed to make them usable

Test they define the right data (if they don’t tell us, 
with evidence)

Tell us what do you want to do with specifications

Provide data test cases

How you can help



Reworking the spec with research and alignment
PLANNING APPLICATION AND DECISION DATA





Submissions

Defines what is needed to validate and 
assess an application

Used by applicants and planning officers

Focus on inputs

Decisions

Captures what is known after a decision 
is made

Used by monitoring teams, developers 
and policymakers

Focus on outcomes



Revisiting the 2022 working draft 
specification

Aligning the decisions specifications 
with the work we’ve been doing on 
submissions

Kicking off a round of research

What we’ve done



Volunteer for research sessions

Share real use cases

Suggest fields you rely on

Complete the survey

How you can help



Community updates







Emma from GMCA



Bobbu and Hannah (Camden DSN and DPR projects)



Any other updates related to planning permission data?



Any Questions 



Next Steps
Mike Rose



Reminder - we need your help! 



Reminder - we need your help!

We do not know everyone who should be involved in this so please:
• Tell your friends!
• Spot where we are missing someone / a group of people and invite them
• Make suggestions for others who could / should be involved for us to invite



Next community session 20th August we plan to:

● Share feedback on pilot specifications
● Share initial research findings for decision specifications
● Ask for further community updates
● Any other business



Project website
Our Glossary of terms

Repository for planning permissions
Modular submission speciûcations with no issues
Modular submission Speciûcations with outstanding issues
Composite application submission Speciûcations

2022 planning applications and decisions consideration (as it stands)
Planning decisions survey

Links



Thank you!


